
“The Centre for American Studies at Western University was, 
without a doubt, the single most important influence on my 
academic career.  I had always been interested in the U.S., 
particularly after 9/11, but what, exactly, was American 
‘Studies’? I enrolled in the Intro course out of sheer curiosity.  
The course captured my imagination and set into motion an 
intellectual journey that continues to this day.  It was during 
that course that the light bulb went on above my head and I 
discovered that it was possible to study something you truly 
loved. After that introductory course, I was hooked.  I took as 
many American Studies courses as I could, eventually 
graduating with a double major in American Studies and 
Political Science. After earning an MA in Political Science I 
returned to the CAS to enroll in the first Masters in American 
Studies program in Canada – something I am proud to have 
been a part of. 

 I now study the United States at the doctoral level, and as I 
continue to evolve as a scholar, it becomes increasingly clear to 
me just how important the earlier training I received at the 
Centre was.  I truly believe I would not be where I am today 
without the support, encouragement, and opportunities I 
received from the CAS faculty and staff. The Centre for 
American Studies will always feel like home.” 
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